Cruise Report

Bodkin’s Creek Shakedown Cruise

May 20-21, 2000

Weather Conditions:  

Saturday: NE winds 10-15 MPH, heavy clouds with some mist & light rain.

Sunday:  E winds, 5-12 MPH, clouds.

Boats Attending:

Hornpipe with Guff Gauld and his son Douglas aboard.

Jade with Kathy and Denny Carey aboard.

Gaining Time with Maureen Kirby-Smith, her daughter Bridget, Mireya Boysselle (a student from Mexico staying with Maureen), Karen Howell, and Foster Carothers aboard.

This was the first BCC cruise of the season and it earned its title of "shakedown cruise."  As you will soon learn, all did not go exactly according to plan.  Nevertheless, it was a very nice cruise that was enjoyed by everyone.

Saturday:  Gaining Time left her slip around noon and sailed E in steady winds and a light mist to round Hart-Miller Island, then turned SSW toward Bodkin’s.  At the 13:05 radio check, brief contact was made with Jade and further communications between Hornpipe and Jade were monitored.  Around 14:05, Fred Chance on Wild Oats providing a radio relay service to facilitate communications between Gaining Time and the other boats.  At that time, Jade was at anchor in Bodkin’s and Hornpipe was entering Bodkin’s.  

Around 3:30, Gaining Time entered Bodkin’s and located Jade at anchor in a small cove to the east of marker 12 with Hornpipe tied to port.  Maneuvering to join the raft, Gaining Time approached to within 20 feet of Jade’s starboard side, shifted to reverse to slow the rate of approach, then back to forward.  At that point, everything stayed in fixed relative position with no further forward progress toward Jade.  It was apparent that something was amiss and a quick check of the depth meter verified that Gaining Time was aground.  After discussing the situation, it was decided that all boats would move to an area of deeper water.  The tide had fallen since Jade set anchor and she had some difficulty maneuvering to retrieve her anchor, but soon the boats were able to reform the raft in a small cove on Bodkin across from Geese Creek.  The new anchorage was quiet, pleasant, and (best of all) it was deep.  After excellent conversation, hors d’oeuvres and wine, the crews enjoyed a meal prepared by Maureen and served aboard Jade.  Later, since all berths aboard Gaining Time were pretty well occupied, Jade further extended her most welcome hospitality by providing a berth to the Captain of Gaining Time. 

Sunday:  Again, Jade extended her hospitality by providing facilities for a joint breakfast.  Hornpipe broke off from the raft around 9:00 and Gaining Time broke off around 10:00.  Jade was concerned about the water available in the Kent Narrows channel and decided to wait until mid-afternoon to catch a rising tide.  

Winds tended to be light and Gaining Time proceeded to motor to the north end of Hart-Miller Island.  At that point, the engine suddenly quit running.  The problem appeared to be electrical (no spark) and the Captain proceeded with trouble shooting.  Although a full set of electrical parts was available on board, making repairs underway was time consuming.  With improving winds, the decision was made to sail back into the slip (plan A).  Finding that the wind was just a little too close to allow a sailing track to the slip, Gaining Time sailed to the fuel dock and called the marina office for a tow (plan B).  Learning the no one was available to provide a tow, plan C was put into effect.  With Bridget and Mireya sitting forward to provide stability, the Captain used the zodiac to tow Gaining Time to her slip.  Karen did an excellent job of steering the boat and Gaining Time was secured in her slip without incident.  (The ignition problem was later found to be a failure of the short ignition wire that connects the coil to the distributor cap.) 

In a subsequent call to Kathy Carey, it was learned that Jade’s return to the marina at Kent Narrows was also delayed.  The North section of the channel leading to Kent Narrows was relocated about three years ago and silt is now becoming a problem.  With the tide near full and drawing 5’3”,  Jade ran aground in the channel and spent about an hour before she was able to free herself.  After a few more bumps on the bottom, she was finally able to return to the marina.  Some channel markers have been moved to provide a better course, but it appears that channel will remain a difficult challenge to many boats until it is dredged this fall.

During the call, Kathy observed that it was, after all, the shakedown cruise, so it was a good time for the problems to present themselves.

Report respectfully submitted by the Cruise Captain,

Foster Carothers

